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Commercial motor vehicle enforcement personnel in Canada, Mexico and the U.S. conducted 56,178
commercial motor vehicle, driver and cargo inspections on May 13-15 as part of the Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance’s (CVSA) 72-hour International Roadcheck inspection, enforcement and data-
gathering initiative. Most of the vehicles (81.6%) and drivers (94.1%) inspected did not have any out-
of-service (OOS) violations.

Conversely, inspectors discovered 13,553 vehicle, 3,317 driver and 177 hazardous
materials/dangerous goods (HM/DG) out-of-service violations, and placed 10,148 commercial motor
vehicles and 3,342 drivers out of service. The vehicle out-of-service rate was 18.1% and the driver
out-of-service rate was 5.9%. Meaning, those drivers and/or vehicles were restricted from further travel
until all out-of-service violations were resolved.

CVSA Decals

Inspectors affixed 16,521 CVSA decals to power units, trailers and motorcoaches/buses during
International Roadcheck. A CVSA decal is placed on a commercial motor vehicle or each vehicle in a
combination after a certified inspector has confirmed, by completing a Level | or V Inspection, that the
vehicle did not have critical vehicle inspection item violations.

Note: Mexico does not distribute CVSA decals; therefore, decal distribution data below is for Canada
and the U.S.

Table 1 — Decal Distribution by Vehicle Type — U.S. and Canada

Vehicle Type uU.S. Canada U.S. and Canada Combine
Power Units 9,206 2,205 11,411

Trailers 8,712 1,271 5,043

Buses/Motorcoaches 66 1 67

Total 13,044 3,477 16,521

Driver and Vehicle Focus Areas
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Each year, International Roadcheck places special emphasis on a driver violation category and a
vehicle violation category to highlight those aspects of the North American Standard Inspection
process. This year, the vehicle focus was tires and the driver focus was false records of duty status
(RODS).

Inspectors identified 2,899 tire-related out-of-service vehicle violations, the second most-cited out-of-
service vehicle violation, after brake systems. Tire violations accounted for 21.4% of all vehicle out-of-
service violations. Examples of tire violations include flat tires, insufficient tread depth, severe cuts
exposing cord ply or other damage resulting in bulges, improper repairs, or tires not rated for the load
being carried or not rated for highway use, etc.

According to the U.S. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) roadside inspection
violation data for 2025, “Tires — All others, leaking or inflation less than 50% of the maximum inflation
pressure” was the fourth most-cited violation, accounting for 65,184 vehicle violations nationwide, as
of Aug. 29.

Tires are critical for vehicle safety and compliance and roadway safety. Checking tires is part of a
driver’s pre- and post-trip inspections and a devoted portion of the vehicle inspection process for a
certified commercial motor vehicle inspector. Tires in poor condition can rupture, causing loss of
control, vehicle rollovers or debris hazards on the road.

Ten percent (332) of all driver out-of-service violations were for false logs/RODS. Falsifying logs is a
serious violation. It conceals the real hours a driver has been driving or on duty, which directly impacts
safety, compliance and trust. According to FMCSA’s 2025 roadside inspection violation data, there
were 6,823 “False report of driver’s record of duty status” driver violations nationwide, as of Aug. 29.

Vehicle Violations

North American Standard Level |, Il and V Inspections are the inspection types that involve inspections
of commercial motor vehicles. Of the 44,435 Level |, Il and V Inspections conducted, 13,553 out-of-
service vehicle violations were discovered and 10,064 vehicles or combinations (22.6%) were placed
out of service. A vehicle is placed out of service when an inspector identifies an out-of-service
violation, as detailed in CVSA’s North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria.

The top vehicle out-of-service violation in North America was for brakes. Inspectors identified 3,304
out-of-service brake system violations, 24.4% of all vehicle out-of-service violations. In addition, the
third most-cited (2,257) vehicle out-of-service violation was for 20% defective brakes, which is when
20% or more of the vehicle’s (or combination of vehicles) brakes have an out-of-service condition.
Combined, there were 5,561 brake-related out-of-service violations (brake systems and 20% defective
brakes), accounting for 41.1% of out-of-service vehicle violations.

Table 2 — Top Five Vehicle OOS Violations — North America
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Vehicle Violation Category f’igfla(t)igssVehlcle % of OOS Vehicle Vio
Brake Systems 3,304 || 24.4%
Tires , | 2,899 " 21.4%

Lights " 1,737 12.8%
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Table 3 — Top Five Vehicle OOS Violations — U.S.

‘”E:Ie Violation Category ' a‘#ht;fl:tlgﬁsVehlcle % of 00S Vehicle Vio
Brake Systems 2,777 24.0% )

2 || Tires o ] 2,707 ;;3:_41;,

3 || 20% Defective Brakes - 1 78—9 | 15.4%

4 | Lights " 1 611 13.9%

LE-S Cargo Securement " 1 256 10.8%

Table 4 — Top Five Vehicle OOS Violations — Canada

Table 5 — Top Five Vehicle OOS Violations — Mexico
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1 Brake Systems Iiﬁ 26.3%
2 20% Defective Brakes 468 24.1%
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Vehicle Violation Category s olcle % of 00S Vehicle Vio
1 Brake Systems 16 47.1%
2 || Tires 8 23.5%
3 || Other Vehicle Violations 4 11.8%
4 || Lights 3 8.8%
5 Fuel Systems 1 2.9%

Driver Violations

North American Standard Level |, Il and Ill Inspections are the inspection types that involve
inspections of commercial motor vehicle drivers. Of the 54,953 Level |, Il and lll Inspections
conducted, 3,342 drivers (6.1%) were placed out of service. Examples of driver out-of-service
violations, according to the CVSA’s North American Standard Out-of-Service Criteria, include hours-of-
service infractions, licensing issues, driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol, falsified logbooks
or supporting documents, etc.

The top driver out-of-service violation in all three countries of the Alliance — Canada, Mexico and the
U.S. — was for hours of service, accounting for 32.4% (1,076) of all driver out-of-service violations.
Federal hours-of-service restrictions are in place to prevent fatigue-related crashes and to safeguard
professional drivers’ health, safety and wellness.

Note: Mexico’s out-of-service violations were all vehicle violations (see above); therefore, the reported
driver out-of-service violations are for Canada and the U.S.

Table 6 — Top Five Driver OOS Violations — Canada and U.S. Combined

Driver Violation Category ;\#Iigfl a?iggsDriver z"l (?l;t? &Ss Driver
1 Hours of Service 1,076 32.4%
2 No Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) 810 24.4%
3 No Medical Card 493 14.9%
4 False Logs 332 10.0%
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5

Suspended Driver’s License/ Commercial
Driver’s License (DL/CDL)

170

5.1%

Table 7 — Top Five Driver OOS Violations — U.S.

Driver Violation Category

# of OOS Driver

% of OOS Driver

Violations Violations
1 Hours of Service 992 31.6%
2 || NoCDL 808 25.7%
3 || No Medical Card 493 15.7%
4 False Logs 286 9.1%
5 Suspended DL/CDL 160 5.1%

Table 8 — Top Five Driver OOS Violations — Canada

Driver Violation Category

# of OOS Driver

% of OOS Driver

Violations Violations
1 Hours of Service 84 48.6%
2 False Logs 46 26.6%
3 No CDL 15 8.7%
4 || Suspended DL/CDL 10 5.8%
5 Endorsement/Restriction 9 5.2%

Seat Belt Violations

During International Roadcheck, 726 seat belt violations were issued. According to FMCSA, 14% of
commercial motor vehicle drivers do not wear their seat belt. The U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration states that wearing a seat belt is the single most effective thing drivers and passengers
can do to protect themselves in a crash. Seat belts saved an estimated 14,955 lives and could have
saved an additional 2,549 people if they had been wearing seat belts, in 2017 alone.
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Hazardous Materials/Dangerous Goods Violations

The top HM/DG out-of-service violation was for loading. There were 51 out-of-service loading
violations, accounting for 28.8% of all HM/DG out-of-service violations. Loading and securement
requirements prevent cargo/goods/materials from moving in a manner that would cause damage to the
package resulting in leaking, spilling, etc. This is especially important when it comes to the

transportation of HM/DG.

Table 9 - Top Five HM/DG Violations — Canada and U.S.

Table 10 — Top Five HM Violations — U.S.

HMWDG Violation Category # of 00S HMTD(; VioI;t-i;ns % of 00S HWDG Viol
1 Loading 51 28.8%
2 || Shipping Papers 36 o 20.3%
3 || Placards 32 18.1% B
l__4_ —Training Certification D 30 - 16.9%
l5 _Markings_

Table 11 — Top Five DG Violations — Canada

HM Violation Category # of OOS HM Violations %o__;OOS HM Violatia
1 Loading . 49 - 43.0%
_2—_ Placards " 29 25.4% -
E" Shipping Papers - " 26 22.8% -
T‘ Bulk Package " 6 5.3%
—? _Markings 3 - 2.6% -

DG Violation Category # of OOS DG Violations % of 00S DG Violatio
1 || Training Certification " 30 47.6%
2 “ Markings || 10 15.9%
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3 || Shipping Papers 10 15.9%
4 Bulk Package 5 7.9%
5 Placards 3 4.8%
5 Package Integrity 3 4.8%

The transportation of HM/DG demands rigorous training and heightened compliance requirements. For
motor carriers and drivers, safely transporting HM/DG is imperative to the safety of the driver, the
public and the environment. For inspectors, inspecting vehicles transporting HM/DG is a complex and
detailed process that involves safely looking for leaking materials or unsecured HMI/DG cargo, and
verifying shipping papers, placarding, marking, labeling, packaging and loading compliance.

Inspections

Inspectors conducted 56,178 Level |, II, lll and V Inspections during the three days of International
Roadcheck.

Table 12 — Vehicle and Driver OOS Numbers and Rates by Inspection Level

Level # Inspections # Vehicles O0OS :?(;,se hicles # Drivers OOS || % Drive
Level | 30,060 7,289 24.2% 1,706 5.7%
Level Il 13,150 2,745 20.9% 935 7.1%
Level llI 11,743 84 0.7% 701 6.0%
Level V 1,225 30 2.4% 0 0.0%

The Level | Inspection is a 37-step procedure that checks the driver’s operating credentials and the
vehicle’s components. It is the most-commonly performed inspection, not only during International

Roadcheck, but throughout the year. However, there are several other inspection levels that an

inspector may conduct. For example, an inspector may conduct a Level Il Inspection, which includes
the portions of an inspection that do not involve the inspector physically getting under the vehicle. The

Level lll Inspection is an inspection of the driver’s credentials, status in the Drug and Alcohol

Clearinghouse, and hours-of-service records. Another option is a Level V Inspection, which is a
vehicle-only inspection and does not need a driver to be present.
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In all, there are eight inspection levels, including the levels stated above, which range from the strict
inspection of radioactive materials by a specially certified inspector to electronic inspections that can
be conducted while the vehicle is motion without direct interaction with an enforcement officer.

International Roadcheck, CVSA’s annual three-day commercial motor vehicle inspection snapshot,
plays a critical role in roadway safety. Inspectors focus on driver operating requirements and vehicle
mechanical fithess, ensuring only safe commercial motor vehicles and drivers are on the road.

Since its inception in 1988, more than 1.8 million roadside inspections have been conducted during
International Roadcheck. For this year’s initiative, approximately 13 vehicles per minute were
inspected throughout North America.
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